APPENDIX B:
Project Support

Please note that many of these letters indicate support for the Florida’s Turnpike
interchange at Milepost 279 in Minneola. North Hancock Road is the local road
which will connect to the proposed regional interchange. The interchange is a
funded component (Segment 3) of the overall project. However, the interchange
cannot be implemented without the North Hancock Road segments of the project.
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Wnited States Senate

SASTHNGTON, DO 20510-0905

BILT NELSON
FLORIA

May 28, 2013

The Honorable Ray LaHood

Department of Transpoitation

1200 New Jersey Avenue, Southeast
Washington, District of Columbia 20590

RE:: TIGER YV
Dear Secretary LaHood:

I am pleased to provide this letter in support of the City of Minneola's efforts to obtain a
federal grant. The goal of their proposed project is to extend North Hancock road to the south as
a four-lane roadway to CR 50 and to the north as a new connection to CR 561A. Irespectfully
request your consideration of this organization’s application for federal funding,

Quality transportation programs that promote economic prosperity in this region are
important to me as a U.S. Senator. If funded, North Hancock Road will provide a new parallel
reliever while facilitating new demand in central Lake County, This project will alleviate traffic
volumes on SR 50 and US 27 as well as lower life-cycle costs. Furthermore, this project will
provide direct access to land that is planned for multi-use development.

Again, I encourage your consideration of this worthy cause. If I can be of further
assistance in this matter, please do not hesitate to contact me at the address below.

BN/ut

CC: Ms. Celeste Brown, Regional Director, U. S. Senator Bill Nelson

Umited States Senatar Bi Nelson, Landmark Two, 226 Bast Rahinson Streef, Sulte 410, Orlando, Fleadda 32801
Telephona: (407} 872-7161 ¢ Toll-Free in Florida Only (888} 671-4091 ¢ Fox: (407] 872-7165
Litp/Millnelson.senate.gov




THE FLORIDA SENATE COMMITTEES:

Appropriations Slﬁbcommittee on General
i Government, Chair
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1100 Children, Families, and Elder Affairs, Vice Chair

Governmental Oversight and
Accountability, Vice Chair

Appropriations

Appropriations Subcommittee on Criminal and
Civil Justice

Banking and Insurance

Commerce and Tourism

JOINT COMMITTEES:
SENATOR ALAN HAYS Joint Select Committee on Collective Bargaining,
Co-Chair

11th District Joint Legislative Auditing Committee
Joint Legislative Budget Commission

May 29, 2013

Ray LaHood, Secretary

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, S.E.
West Building, 9" Floor
Washington, D.C. 20590

RE: T.l.G.E.R. Grant Request for Minneola Area Economic Development Facility
Dear Secretary LaHood:

Please consider this letter as my support for the Minneola Area Economic Development Facility.
This project is a partnership between several private property owners, the City of Minneola, the
Minneola Mountain Properties Community Redevelopment Agency, Lake County, Lake-Sumter
Metropolitan Planning Organization, and Florida’s Turnpike Enterprise. It is anticipated that this
project will create over 5,000 jobs in the local area, and generate approximately $1 billion in
total economic impact. Thousands of acres of land surrounding this proposed project have
already been entitled for development, making this a unique transportation project.

The Minneola Area Economic Development Facility project has my complete support, and |
would ask that you please consider it favorably.

Sincerely,

D. Alan Hays, DMD
Senator
Florida Senate District 11

REPLY TO:
0 871 South Central Avenue, Umatilla, Florida 32784-9290 (352) 742-6441
0 320 Senate Office Building, 404 South Monroe Street, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1100 (850) 487-5011
0 1104 Main Street, The Villages, Florida 32159 (352) 360-6739 FAX: (352) 360-6748
0 685 West Montrose Street, Suite 110, Clermont, Florida 34711 (352) 241-9344 FAX: (888) 263-3677

Senate’s Website: www.flsenate.gov

DON GAETZ GARRETT RICHTER
President of the Senate President Pro Tempore






The Honorable Ray LaHood, Secretary
May 28, 2013
Page 2

Hancock Road connection to the interchange will not be funded and could jeopardize the entire project.
If the Tiger V Grant application is approved, the necessary capacity improvements to North Hancock
Road will be funded, transforming North Hancock Road from a substandard rural road into a
transportation facility capable of safely feeding traffic to and from the new interchange. Moreover, once
North Hancock Road is improved as contemplated by the subject TIGER V grant application, the two
main arterial transportation facilities serving southern Lake County, namely U.S. Highway 27 and State
Road 50, will be relieved of much traffic congestion and enjoy longer maintenance intervals that would
otherwise occur.

Secretary LaHood, this project offers enormous benefits for the entire central Florida region.
Funding this critical and last remaining piece of a proverbial complex puzzle will guarantee the timely
completion and success of a critical regional transportation project with enormous potential for regional
economic development and job creation.

Thank you in advance for taking the time to read this letter and for your favorable consideration
of the subject TIGER V grant application. If you or your staff have any questions concerning this letter
or any aspect of the project, please contact my office and we will be happy to provide or obtain the
necessary information.

Respectfully,

RE

Larry Metz
Representative, District 32

LEM/jlw

Ce: Ananth Prasad, Secretary, Florida Department of Transportation
Diane Gutierrez-Scaccetti, Executive Director, Florida’s Turnpike Enterprise
T.J. Fish, AICP, Executive Director, Lake-Sumter Metropolitan Planning Organization
Mark Johnson, City Manager, City of Minneola, Florida

: Judiciary Committee ~ Civil Justice Subcommittee, Chair
Justice Appropnatlons Subcommittee ~ Choice & Innovation Subcommittee ~ Select Committee on Claim Bills
Lake County Legislative Delegation, Chair





















RESOLUTION

2011-101

A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF LAKE COUNTY,
FLORIDA, SUPPORTING THE CONSTRUCTION OF A TURNPIXE INTERCHANGE AT MILE
MARKER 279 IN LAKE COUNTY, FLORIDA; PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, the City Councll of Minneola, Flortda, has approved a Development of Reglonal Impact which includes the
construction of a Turnplke Interchange at mile marker 279 In Lake County, Florida; and

WHEREAS, the Development of Reglonal Impact Includes slgnificant square footage of Industrial, offlce and
commercial development, all of which would create employment opportunities for residents of Lake County; and

WHEREAS, such Turnplke Interchange would also make significant traffic improvements which would reduce
congestlon on 5R 50 and other Lake County roadways; and

WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissloners determines that It Is of critical Importance to the residents of Lake
County that such Turnptke Interchange be constructed; and

WHEREAS, such Turnplke Interchange Is proposed as a public private partnership between the Turnplke Enterprise
and property owners Inthe area; and

WHEREAS, the successful completion of this project Is important to the future economic success of Lake County.
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of County Commissioners of Lake County, Florlda, as fpllows:'

Section 1, The' Board of County Commissloners supparts the efforts of the Florida Turnplke Enterprise, the Lake
Sumter Metropalitan Planning Organlzation (MPO), and Famlly Dynamics, LLC, the property owner of the property
upon which the Florida Turnplke Interchange shall be constructed, among others, to plan, finance, and construct a
Florlda Turnplke Interchange at mile marker 279 within the ¢ity imits of the City of Minneola.

Section 2. The Board of County Commisslaners hereby directs the County Manager to offer technical, administrative,
and staff support and to assist with the coordination between the public and private entities to help make this
Interchange a reality.

Sectlon 3. This resolutlon shall become effective upon adoption.

DONE AND RESOLVED by the Board of County Commissloners of Lake County, Florlda in regular
sesslon this 26" day of july, 2011,
VAN /\

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

LAKE j. UNTY, FL DA -

Of County Commissioners
Lake County, florida

APPRQVED AS TO FORM ANDNLEGAL

Sanford A. Minkoff
County Attorney
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May 28, 2013

Mr. Ray LaHood

Secretary

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, S.E.
West Building, 9™ Floor
Washington, D.C. 20590

Dear Mr. LaHood:

As the Superintendent of Lake County Schools | would like to lend my support to the efforts
being made by the City of Minneola, Minneola Mountain C.R.A., Lake County, Lake-Sumter
M.P.O., Florida’'s Turnpike Enterprise, and F.D.O.T. to secure a federal T.I.G.E.R. Grant. ltis
anticipated that the grant funds will be used to design and construct a new Turnpike
Interchange as well as feeder roads and bike and pedestrian paths for the communities of
south Lake County. Hopefully this much needed infrastructure will reduce traffic and
congestion near our schools as well as provide safe access for our students walking and biking
to school.

In closing let me lend my support for a grant that will help us reduce traffic congestion near our

schools, support bicycle and pedestrian access for our students, and provide funding for
infrastructure improvements in our community.

Sincerely,
s s ;
Al Lo /71 f»}léz/g

Susan Moxley, Ed.D.
Superintendent of Schools

SM/pjp

“Equal Opportunity in Education and Employment”




Lake Sumter
State College

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
May 29, 2013

Mr. Ray LaHood, Secretary

United States Department of Transportation
1200 New lersey Avenue, SE

West Building, 9" Floor

Washington, DC 20590

Dear Mr. LaHood:

On behalf of Lake-Sumter State College, | want to lend my enthusiastic support to the proposed TIGER
grant project for the Minneola Turnpike Interchange, feeder roads and trail network. South Lake is a
vibrant community whose growth has outstripped the capacity of the roads network. Because the area
has a high concentration of workers commuting out of the county, there is great pressure on the roads
to Ortando. A Turnpike Interchange would alleviate much of this pressure while also taking cars off
secondary roads such as those leading to our South Lake Campus. As a result, the commute for our
students and parents/students at area K-12 schools would be less congested and far safer.

In addition, the health benefits of reduced carbon emissions from idling vehicles would help us maintain
the quality of life in this outdoor-oriented wellness-conscious community. The trails would further
enhance health benefits by encouraging more students and adults to exercise and even utilize the trails
in lieu of automobiles. As an institution of higher education we strongly support efforts to promote
“going green” and improving healthy lifestyles.

| also believe that the Turnpike interchange would promote economic development in the South Lake
Area by making the area more accessible. This would lead to jobs right here in our community that our
students and graduates need, and at the same time reduce the number of residents having to commute
to Orlando.

| urge you to support this worthy TIGER grant request.

Sincerely,

Charles R. Mojock, Ed.D.

President

L EESBURG**» S UMTEZR == S O UTH L A X E

9501 U.S. HIGHWAY 441 < LEESBURG, FLORIDA < 34788-8751 + P: 352.365.3523 « W: LSSC.EDU



1900 Don Wickham Drive
/ /-i\‘ N Clermont, FL 34711
SOUTIH LAKE [H1OSPITAL 352.394.4071

\v southlakehospital.com

L partmership with

ORLANDO THEALTH

May 29, 2013

Ray LaHood, Secretary

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, S.E.
West Building, 9™ Floor
Washington, DC 20590

RE: T.LG.E.R. Grant Request for the Interchange in Minneola, Florida
Dear Secretary LaHood:

South Lake Hospital is a community hospital located in Clermont, Florida. Our 180 acre health,
wellness and education campus provides a complete continuum of care to the citizens of the
south Lake community. South Lake Hospital is also home to the National Training Center,
which provides fitness, advanced rehabilitative services and serves as a training site for Olympic
level athletes. In addition, thousands of athletes and family members attend various sporting
events on the campus each year.

South Lake Hospital has been involved with the Turnpike Interchange Project for many years.
This exciting project is expected to bring more than 5,000 jobs and $1 billion of economic
investment into our area, while providing much needed traffic relief. This grant is the keystone
to creating jobs, reducing unemployment, encouraging private investment and increasing the
financial stability of south Lake County and the State of Florida.

South Lake Hospital and the National Training Center strongly support this interchange project
and the efforts of the State of Florida’s Turnpike Enterprise; Lake-Sumter M.P.O.; Lake County,
Florida; City of Minneola, Florida; and the Minneola Mountain Properties C.R.A. in their efforts
to be awarded the T.I.G.E.R. Grant.

South Lake Hospital and the National Training Center whole-heartedly support the T.I.G.E.R.
Grant request for the Interchange in Minneola, Florida.

Sincerely,

78

John A. Moore
resident



May 30, 2013

Secretary Ray LaHood

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, S.E.
West Building, 9th Floor
Washington, D.C. 20590

Re: T.LG.E.R Grant
Dear Secretary LaHood:

We are providing this letter in support of the T.l.G.E.R. grant to construct
the Turnpike Interchange and Hancock Road and to commit to the
interchange to provide regional interconnectivity. We are all very much
aware of the need for roadway capacity improvements in the south Lake
County area and to the regional system. In addition, this regional network
will be a catalyst for existing entitled projects and the roads to service
them. One of these much needed projects is the northern extension of
Hancock Road to North Grassy Lake Road with an improved connection to
US 27, providing an alternative route for current and future traffic to US
27 from south Clermont to the north Minneola area. Additionally, and as
you are aware, the planed introduction of a new interchange on Florida’s
Turnpike that would link the Hancock Extension to the Turnpike form the
north and south would provide much needed relief to SR 50 and certain
sections of US 27 while connecting the roadway network north of the
Turnpike into the Clermont grid.

The Hills of Minneola development team and their consultants have
worked with the Turnpike Enterprise and Lake County transportation
consultants on the Hancock Extension PD & E Study to develop a design
and alignment concept that will satisfy both of these important roadway
improvement needs. Our planners and designers have coordinated on
the location, alignment, right of way requirements and the design of
intersections as they link the Hancock Extension to the intersection with
North Grassy Lake and ultimately to the future interchange. We have
reached an agreement on the conceptual design for each of these
elements and are now prepared to offer our commitment to the County
and the City of Minneola for support of these plans.






May 30, 2013

Mr. Mark Johnson, City Manager
City of Minneola

800 N. US Hwy. 27

Minneola, FL 34715

Re: T.I.G.E.R Grant
Dear Mark:

We are providing this letter in support of the T.l.G.E.R. grant to construct
the Turnpike Interchange and Hancock Road and to commit to the
interchange to provide regional interconnectivity. We are all very much
aware of the need for roadway capacity improvements in the south Lake
County area and to the regional system. In addition, this regional network
will be a catalyst for existing entitled projects and the roads to service
them. One of these much needed projects is the northern extension of
Hancock Road to North Grassy Lake Road with an improved connection to
US 27, providing an alternative route for current and future traffic to US
27 from south Clermont to the north Minneola area. Additionally, and as
you are aware, the planed introduction of a new interchange on Florida’s
Turnpike that would link the Hancock Extension to the Turnpike form the
north and south would provide much needed relief to SR 50 and certain
sections of US 27 while connecting the roadway network north of the
Turnpike into the Clermont grid.

The Hills of Minneola development team and their consultants have
worked with the Turnpike Enterprise and Lake County transportation
consultants on the Hancock Extension PD & E Study to develop a design
and alignment concept that will satisfy both of these important roadway
improvement needs. Our planners and designers have coordinated on
the location, alignment, right of way requirements and the design of
intersections as they link the Hancock Extension to the intersection with
North Grassy Lake and ultimately to the future interchange. We have
reached an agreement on the conceptual design for each of these
elements and are now prepared to offer our commitment to the County
and the City of Minneola for support of these plans.

The need for right of way and construction assistance on the Hancock
Extension project has been indicated as an important step in the
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VIA E-MAIL: mjohnson@minneola.us

May 29, 2013

" Mr. Mark Johnson
City of Minneola
RE: Minneola Turnpike Interchange Development Corridor
Dear Mr. Johnson:
Collett & Associates has serious interest in developing a large shopping center at the southwest |
quadrant of the proposed Minneola Turnpike Interchange. Our interest is dependent on the
interchange improvement which we hope will happen in the near future. '
Our company has developed approximately 15,000,000 square feet throughout the United States
and is excited about the opportunity in Minneola. We are confident that we can deliver a
sizeable project to your fine community, but we need the regional access (interstate interchange)
to make our project viable. L ’
Please give me a call with-any questions or comments. Thank you for the opportunity.
Sincerely,

John Collett
Partner

JC/lfe

cc: Leslie Hunt
Steve Brandon
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May 28, 2013

Mr. Ray Lahood, Secretary

US Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, S.E.
West Building, 9th Floor
Washington, D.C. 20590

Dear Mr. Lahood,

This letter is intended to express our support and enthusiasm for the on-going and future
development in Minneola, FL. As a local, family owned new home builder in the market, we are very
excited to see the Minneola Interchange become a reality and believe that the growth in the corridor
will create one of the 3 prime corridors in all of Central Florida. Equally important, it will be able to
maintain housing within a close proximity to downtown Orlando within a relatively affordable price
point.

Royal Oak Homes is excited to have 2 projects already under contract in the area and we
anticipate building homes from the high 100's to the mid 300's with a variety of product offerings. As a
newly developing area, the existence of additional road infrastructure will be critical to improving the
look, feel, and accessibility to the new residential and commercial centers. The impact of these roads
would also go beyond impacting just the city of Minneola, but the north west corridor of Central Florida
as a whole. Areas such as Mount Dora, Eustis, Sorrento, and Tavares were all heavily impacted by the
recession. Growth in Minneola will help to spur some rejuvenation in those areas by increasing traffic
and spurring economic activity to the much needed commercial centers in the area.

We have also been incredibly excited to work with the team at the City of Minneola. They have
shown terrific foresight in protecting their community long term while still being proactive in spurring
economic development in the area. Please let us know if we can provide any additional information.

Sincerely,

o/

Matt Orosz /
Co-President
MOrosz@RoHFL.com
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Mike Byer

400 N. Ashley Drive, Suite 3010
Tampa, FL 33602

May 31, 2013

The Honorable Ray LaHood, Secretary
United States Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE

West Building, 9" Floor

Washington, D.C 20590

Re: TIGER V Grant Application

Dear Mr. Lahood:

As a land owner / developer in Lake County and more specifically the City of Minneola I am
pleased to write to you this letter in strong support of a grant application submitted to your
department by Florida’s Turnpike Enterprise for Lake County. This grant which will obtain
financing for the Minneola Area Economic Development Facility will allow for the development
of a critical roadway connection to a new interchange for Florida’s Turnpike located near our

property.

The proposed new interchange on Florida’s Turnpike in southern Lake County has been in the
planning stages for many years, and is close to becoming a reality. Without this interchange
development this large area of undeveloped land will likely remain stagnant for many years to
come, but by building this interchange we can jump start economic development of a variety of
mixed uses. This project offers enormous benefit for the entire central Florida region. Funding
this critical and last remaining piece of the puzzle will guarantee the timely completion and
development of a critical regional project.

Thanks in advance for taking the time to read this letter and your consideration of the long-term
benefits of the TIGER V grant application for the central Florida region.

Sincerely,

Richland Communities, LLC

3161 MICHELSON DRIVE ¢ SUITE 425 ¢ IRVINE, CALIFORNIA 92612 ¢ 949/261-7010 » FAX 949/261-7016






May 29, 2013

Mr. Ray LaHood, Secretary

US Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave., SE

West Bldg. 9" FL

Washington, DC 20590

Re: T.I.G.E.R. Grant Request for an Interchange in Minneola, Florida
Dear Secretary LaHood:

Sumter Electric Cooperative (SECO) serves 180,000 customers and their
families in seven counties in Central Florida. One of our primary service
areas is Lake County where we have over 55,000 customers and where we
have seen a growing need for an interchange in the south end of that county.

Our experience is that there is a great need for traffic relief in south Lake

County and so we are extremely supportive of the application for a T.I.G.E.R.

grant to build a Turnpike interchange in Minneola, Florida.
We view this as a critical need for a variety of reasons:

- It will reduce traffic congestion on Highway 50 and Highway 27

- It will reduce carbon emissions through the reduction of vehicle trips
and time spent (which is often considerable) by vehicles sitting at a
standstill and idling

- It will foster more employment opportunities for area residents

- It will be a catalyst for retaining existing business and attracting new
business to the area

- It will allow emergency medical services to respond to Turnpike
crashes in a much more accelerated fashion

It is our strong conviction that this proposed project is critically needed at this
juncture. And, we know this is a project that will result in many positive
outgrowths.

Sincerely,
Barry Bowman, CRMP

Director of Corporate Communications
and Energy Services

PO Box 301
330 S US Hwy 301

352.793.3801

50 W Ardice Avenue
Eustis, FL 32726
352.357.56600

610 US Hwy 41 South
Inverness, FL 34450
352.726.3944

4872 SW 60th Avenue
Qcalag, FL 34474
352.237.4107



May 29, 2013

Mr. Ray LaHood, Secretary

US Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave. S.E.

West Building, 9" Floor
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secretary LaHood,

| wanted to write you as present CEO of Habitat for Humanity of Lake Sumter, FL. Additionally | am also the
previous CEO of Habitat for Humanity of Washington, DC. Being good friends with your appointed COO of the
Federal Aviation Administration’s Air Traffic Control Organization, David Grizzle, | am always interested in
advancing opportunity for community development as it pertains to our transportation system.

As a community partner with Lake County Florida | want to encourage your consideration of awarding the federal
T.I.G.E.R. Grant supporting the Turnpike Interchange, including feeder roads, and development of a subsequent
trail network for our community here in central Florida. Some of the benefits it will provide and create include:

Reduction of traffic congestion on Highway 50 and Highway 27.

Reduction of carbon emissions from the reduction of vehicle trips and time spent from vehicles idling.
Reductions of childhood obesity by having the children within a two mile radius walk to school.

Provision for more employment opportunities to area residents.

Enabling emergency medical services to have a faster response time to crashes on the Turnpike.
Advances the areas health and wellness initiative by making more walk able communities, and

Allowing for the potential for more community partners and financial support to help Habitat's efforts to help
citizens with affordable housing in Lake County.

As a key non-profit stakeholder in our community | want to assure you that Lake County and its citizens will be
great stewards of the award that will pay great dividends for many years to come. Habitat for Humanity of Lake
Sumter, FL would like to encourage you and your staff to please consider the value and benefit such an award can
have on the safety and well-being of our entire community.

While serving as CEO of Habitat in the District | was a Leadership Greater Washington graduate in 2010. During

that time | was blessed to attend sessions in your facility there in Washington. Be assured of my commitment and
appreciation for your service and for those like my good friend David Grizzle. Thank you for your consideration.

With gratitude and appreciation,

Kt (encke

Kent Adcock
Chief Executive Officer
Habitat for Humanity Lake-Sumter, FL

kent@habitatls.org
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Mr. Ray LaHood, Secretary

US Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave, S.E.

West building, 9™ Floor
Washington, D.C. 20590

Dear Mr. LaHood,

As a District Manager with Duke Energy, | am writing in support of the federal TIGER Grant to install a
turnpike interchange in Minneola, Florida. The entire region is excited about the possibilities the
interchange would bring to this area of south Lake County.

Having an interchange would provide greater access to this area while relieving congestion on US 27 and
Highway 50. It will also be the catalyst for economic development opportunities that will infuse capital
into the area leading to more jobs for current residents and hope for our future workforce — our
children. This project is not a new idea, it has been part of the area plan for many years and now has
the opportunity to become a reality.

| would appreciate your support and please know the investment will drive a stronger and more
sustainable Lake County for generations to come. Thanks for all that you and your department do for
the great State of Florida.

Sincerely,

Y 74

Gerald R. Miller
District Manager
Duke Energy



