
Policy I-4.1.4  Principles for Guiding Development within the Green Swamp Area of 
Critical State Concern 

The following shall apply to the GSACSC, in order to effectively and equitably conserve and protect its 
environmental and economic resources; provide a land and water management system to protect 
resources; and facilitate orderly and well planned growth.  Any review and approval mechanism shall not 
become effective, amended or modified, and no action taken under such mechanism shall be effective, until 
first reviewed and approved by the Department of Community Affairs, pursuant to Chapter 380, F.S. 

Protection Objectives: 

• Minimize the adverse impacts of development on resources of the Floridan Aquifer, wetlands, and 
flood detention areas; 

• Protect the normal quantity, quality, and flow of groundwater and surface water, which are 
necessary for the protection of resources of State and regional concern. 

• Protect the water available for aquifer recharge; 

• Protect the functions of the Green Swamp Potentiometric High of the Floridan Aquifer; 

• Protect the normal supply of ground and surface waters; 

• Prevent further salt-water intrusion into the Floridan Aquifer; 

• Protect or improve existing ground and surface water quality; 

• Protect the water-retention, and biological filtering capabilities of wetlands; 

• Protect the natural flow regime of drainage basins; and 

• Protect the design capacity of flood detention areas, and the water-management objectives of 
these areas through the maintenance of hydrologic characteristics of drainage basins. 

Regulatory Guidelines: 

1. Site Planning - The platting of land shall be permitted only when such platting commits 
development to a pattern which will not result in the alteration of the natural surface water flow 
regime, and which will not reduce the natural recharge rate of the platted site. 

2. Site Alteration - Site Alteration shall be permitted only when such alteration will not adversely 
affect the natural surface water flow regime, or natural recharge capabilities of the site; and 
when it will not cause siltation of wetlands, or reduce the natural retention and filtering capabilities 
of wetlands. Any site alteration shall adhere to Low Impact Development principles and practices 
and shall minimize site disturbance, clearing of natural vegetation, and soil compaction. 

3. All site alteration activities shall provide for water retention and settling facilities, maintain an 
overall site runoff equivalent to the natural flow regime prior to alteration, and maintain a runoff 
rate which does not cause erosion.  No site work shall be initiated prior to the issuance of 
drainage/stormwater permits by concerned agencies. Stormwater management systems shall be 
designed according to Low Impact Development principles and practices over conventional 
systems. 

• Soils - All soils exposed as a result of site alteration or development activities shall be located 
and stabilized in a manner to prevent erosion and the alteration of natural flow regimes.   

• Groundwater - Groundwater withdrawal shall not result in a reduction of the minimum flows 
and levels per acre as determined by the St. John's River Water Management District or the 
Southwest Florida Water Management District, or their successor agencies. 



• Stormwater – Pre-treated Stormwater runoff shall be released into the wetlands in a manner 
approximating the natural flow regime if consistent with the stormwater management 
ordinance. 

• Industrial and Sewage Waste - Any industrial waste, sewage, or other human-induced wastes 
shall be effectively treated by the latest technological advances, and shall not be allowed to 
discharge into these waters unless in conformance with Florida Department of Environmental 
Protection rules and regulations. 

• Solid Waste - There shall be no solid waste facilities located in the GSACSC. 

• Structures - Structures shall be placed in a manner that will not adversely affect the natural 
flow regime and which will not reduce the recharge capabilities.  Placement of structures shall 
be consistent with sound floodplain management practices such as compliance with the Flood 
Disaster Protection Act of 1973. 

4. Resource extraction within the GSACSC shall be limited to sand deposits only. Land Development 
Regulations to limit the impacts of mining activities shall be adopted by the County within 12 
months of the effective date of the Comprehensive Plan. 

All development in the GSACSC shall conform to the regulatory guidelines and objectives outlined in the 
Principles for Guiding Development within the GSACSC. 


