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A. Introduction

1. Overview
In September 2005, Lake County was selected as a pilot community for the state’s new school
concurrency initiative. The School Concurrency requirement for all counties, municipalities, and
school boards across the state of Florida, is a result of the approval of Senate Bill 360. The bill
overhauls the state’s growth management laws. Commonly referred to as the “pay-as-you-grow
plan”, the bill dedicates new funding and stipulates policies that, when implemented, will help to
ensure that the school needs of communities are met.

In recent years Lake County has experienced unprecedented growth, and there is no sign of its
abatement. Three devastating citrus freezes in the 1980s precipitated the drastic change in Lake
County's appearance. The metamorphosis from a primarily agricultural and rural area fo one in
which there is a high demand for residential development that resulted in the suburbanization of
large portions of Lake County has had a significant impact on the school system.

The exponential increase in population produced both positive opportunities and serious
challenges that Lake County must address, such as an increase in traffic, a greater demand for
public facilities, and a burgeoning student enrollment population. An understanding of Lake
County's population and demographic composition, future projections, and an analysis of needed
capital improvements and incoming revenue play an essential role in planning for and sustaining
an efficient, successful public school system that can appropriately handle the influx of students.

The Public School Facilities Element is the guiding document that will enable the Lake County
School System to implement a financially feasible plan to provide sufficient capacity for public
school facilities. It does not—and does not need to—broach curriculum requirements,
administration of facilities, or the myriad duties with which the Lake County School Board is
tasked.

To address the overwhelming needs of the Lake County School System, the Lake County Planning
Department has produced this document in conjunction with the Lake County School District and
Lake County’s fourteen municipalities. Land use planning issues are prevalent in the school siting
process and In existing school facility expansion, such as compatibility with supporting
infrastructure.  Continued intergovernmental coordination between local governments and the
Schoo! Board will ensure that all pertinent issues are resolved.

2. Element Requirements
The Public School Facilities Element and related comprehensive plan amendments to establish

public school concurrency are based upon the following data and analysis, pursuant to
requirements of Rule 9J-5.005 (2), F.A.C. and Rule 9J-5.025 (2), F.A.C. The primary source of
data was provided by the Lake County School District in its adopted Fiscal Year 2010-2014
Capital Improvement Program-Five Year Facilities Master Plan. The Public School Facilities
Element is intended to ensure coordination among the County, Municipalities, and the School
Board so that school capacity at the adopted level of service standard is available at the time of
the impacts of development.



Attached is the Lake County Public Schools 5-Year Work Plan, which has been developed in
accordance with the requirements of Florida Department of Education Guidelines. The Work Plan
infegrates the facilities planning program with the annual capital budgeting and the District’s
educational programming strategies. It was used as the Data, Inventory and Analysis for the
Public School Facilities Sub Element. Also attached are the Capital Budget for 2009-10 District
Facilities Work Program FY 2010-2014, which was approved at the September 14, 2009 School
Board Meeting, and the Lake County School Location Maps.
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